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J udith Rydel Obituary

Judith L. Rydel, 79, a life long Elyria resident, died Sunday April 20, 2025.  She
was born July 18, 1945 in Elyria and was a 1964 graduate of Elyria High School.  Judy

began working at EMH January 18, 1982 making $4.60 an hour in the Client Services

area of the lab.  She later moved to the central processing area and became the “go to
person” everyone depended on to handle issues.  Judy was featured in the July 2008

issue of the lab ‘Scope It Out’ newsletter. When asked what life was like when she
started, she replied, “The hospital did not have a computer system, but, had a label

printer.” When asked what words of wisdom she wanted for staff, she replied “Do

unto others as you would have them do onto you, take careful notes and ask a lot of
questions.  Take pride in what you do and always do your very best.”

Judy was always a friend to all and a mentor to the numerous staff she helped train over 28 years. 
She was always a dedicated employee and took pride in her work.  She expected quality work

from everyone and was always willing to help staff meet quality expectations.  Judy helped to
improve the ordering process for unit secretaries by creating a lab reference book with
information on each lab test that she delivered to each patient care unit which has now become

an online portion of the web lab page.

Not only is Judy known for her dedication and hard work in lab, but also for her famous “Judy
Cakes”.  The lab staff enjoyed these treats for years.  She was also an accomplished seamstress. 

Before the color coded department uniforms, she took orders and made lab jackets in holiday
themes for her co-workers.  Judy also enjoyed cheering Cleveland sports teams, Indians, Browns

and the Cavaliers, especially LeBron James. 

Judy is survived by her children, Gerald (Denise) Burton of Perrysville, JoAnn (Michael) Koehler
of North Port, FL, Jacqueline Burton of Wakeman and Jill (Michael) Keith of Elyria; 4

grandchildren; 4 great-grandchildren; sister, Shirley Leslein and brother, Theodore Averbook.
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She was preceded in death by parents, Myron and Josephine Averbook.

To send flowers

to the family or plant a tree
in memory of Judith L Rydel, please visit our floral store.

Read More
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Tribute Wall Judith L Rydel
JUL  18, 1945 - APR  20, 2025

AR A Memorial Tree Was Planted For Judith L Rydel posted:

A Memorial Tree was planted for Judith L RydelWe are deeply sorry for your loss ~ the staff at Dicken

Funeral Home & Cremation ServiceJoin in honoring their life - plant a memorial tree

April 22 at 8:56 AM

BB Bill Boyd posted:

From the east-side neighborhood where we were nextdoor neighbors through band at Elyria High,

Judy's friendliness was contagious.

October 24 at 11:56 AM

JH Jo Lynn Hopkins posted:

Judy was the best sister-in-law you could ask for. Her brother Ted and I live in theToronto area. We

loved our family visits to her home in Elyria over the years. She made all the holidays special with her

decorating and cooking. She was a special lady and will be missed. Love you Judy 💝

April 28 at 8:22 AM

VM Victoria Minnich posted:

Such a nice pic of your mom :) Always loved her smile and will remember all her great sayings.:)She

was a good friend and co-worker. Love Vic

April 26 at 6:10 PM

JK Jill Keith posted:

Hello, my name is Jill. I am Judy's youngest daughter. On behalf of myself and my siblings, we

wanted to take a moment to thank all of you for coming to visit mom or for calling or texting asking

about her. Each and every one of your relationships were very special to her and she enjoyed

spending time with you all. Our Mom was the best Mom, daughter, sister, aunt, grandma, great

grandma, friend and best friend anyone could ever hope for. Her love was unmeasurable and

constant till her last breath. So, to you all, hold on to your memories of her as shall we.Forever

Grateful,Judy's ChildrenOXOXOXOXO

April 25 at 10:28 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Judith by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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